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January 2026 

Kansas State University  

Department of Agricul tural  Economics  

305-D Waters Hall ,  Manhattan, KS 66506 

Email:  lhobbs@ksu.edu 

Phone: 785-532-4492 

EDUCATION             

Kansas State University  (KSU), Manhattan,  KS          August  2023  

•  Ph.D. Agricultural  Economics  (Agribusiness  Specialty)  

•  Advisor:  Aleksan Shanoyan  

 

Kansas State University  (KSU), Manhattan,  KS                  August  2019  

•  M.S. Agricultural  Economics  

•  Advisor:  Aleksan Shanoyan  

 

Prairie View A&M University  (PVAMU), Prairie View, TX        May 2017 

•  B.S.  in Agriculture (Agribusiness Concentrat ion)  

•  Minor:  Business Administration  

•  GPA: 3.84 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE         

Assistant Professor,  Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS       August 2023 -Present  

•  Department of Agricul tural  Economics  

 

Graduate Assistant,  Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS               2017-2023 

•  Department of Agricul tural  Economics  

•  College of Agriculture Diversity Programs Office (DPO)  

 

Ardent Mills Summer Internship,  Chattanooga, TN                     Summer 2020 

•  Operations Intern  

 

USDA Summer Internship, Washington,  D.C         Summer 2014-16 

•  Office of the Assistant  Secretary for Civil  Rights  

•  Program Clerk (GS-3 Step 1, GS-4 Step 1)  

TEACHING EXPERIENCE           

1.  AGEC 515: Food and Agribusiness Marketing   

o  Average enrollment:  51  

 

2024-Present  

2.  AGEC 420: Commodity Futures  

o  Average teaching evaluation rating: 4.6 /  5 .0  

o  Average enrollment:  68  

2022-Present  
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3.  GENAG 210: Human Culture and Diversity  

o  Average enrollment:  30 

 

2019-2023 

4.  GENAG 200: Cultural  Diversity and Scholarship in Agriculture  

o  Average enrollment:  2  

2019-2023 

 

HONORS & AWARDS           

•  2025 SciComm Identi ty Project  (SCIP) Fellow  2024-25 

•  2024 L.A. Potts Success Story  (PAWC) 2024 

•  2024 IFAMA Best Communications and Marketing Paper  Award 2024 

•  2024 IFAMA Best Paper Award Finalist  2024 

•  2024 Faculty Scholar of the Week, KSU 2024 

•  2023 NextGen Under 30 Kansas Honoree  2023 

•  2023 KSU Presidential  Graduate Teaching Assistant Award for 

Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching  

2023 

•  2023 AAEA TLC Graduate Student Teaching Award  2023 

•  2023 Richard Elmore Brown Graduate Student Teaching Award  2023 

•  Gamma Sigma Delta Ph.D. Graduate Student  Teaching Award  2023 

•  NACTA Graduate Student Teaching Award  2023 

•  2023 Robinson Family Multicultural Leadership Award  2023 

•  2022-23 Commerce Bank Presidential  Student Award  2022 

•  National Science Foundation Research Traineeship (NRT)  2020-22 

•  2n d  Place, MANRRS Graduate Research Poster Competit ion  2022 

•  Seaboard Royal Scholar  2019-20 

•  1 s t  Place,  PAWC Graduate Oral Competit ion  2019 

•  Multicultural  Student Affairs Family Recognition Award  2019 

•  College of Agriculture Deans Fellow                                                         2017-19 

•  2018 L.A. Potts Success Story (PAWC)  2018 

•  3 r d  Place, PAWC Graduate Oral Competit ion  2018 

•  Multicultural  Student Affairs Family Recognition Award  2018 

•  George Washington Carver Innovation Award  2018 

•  Magna Cum Laude Honors  2017 

•  USDA 1890 Scholar  2013-17 

•  Gates Millennium Scholar  2013-17 

GRANTS / GIFTS/ FUNDED PROJECTS                 

•  USDA NIFA-AFRI, Valorization of agricultural  side streams and by 

products through the edible insects:  from Trash to Cash. 

(US$649,998),  Co-Principal Investigator (Co-PI);  with Brian 

McCornack, Christos Athanassiou, Will iam Morrison III,  Scott  Bean, 

and Hannah Quellhorst ,  Under Review .  

2026-30 
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•  Pro-tix ,  Analysis of  Pet Food Buyers’ Preferences, Perception,  and 

Acceptance of Insect -Based Pet Food in the US Market,  (US$191,000), 

Co-Principal Investigator (Co-PI) with Aleksan Shanoyan, Under 

Review .  

2025-26 

•  Hill’s Pet Nutri t ion, Understanding Sustainabil i ty in Pet Food: A 

Hill’s Pet Nutri t ion and Kansas State University’s Department of 

Agricultural  Economics Collaboration, (US$61,422),  Principal  

Investigator (PI) ,  Funded.  

2025 

•  Cargil l  Success from the Ground Up, Increasing Awareness of Soil  

Health Practices for Underrepresented Farmers through Training,  

Implementing, and Demonstrating , (US$150,000), Co-Principal 

Investigator (Co-PI),  with Dr. JohnElla Holmes, Funded.  

2023 

•  Center for Principled Business, Pet  Obesity and i ts Causes:  

Implications for Business Innovation in Pet Food Development and 

Marketing, (US$7,500), Co-Principal Investigator (Co-PI) with 

Aleksan Shanoyan,  Not funded.  

2022 

•  Center for Principled Business, Assessing Research Needs for  

Informing Pet Food Industry Decisions, (US$7,500), Co-Principal 

Investigator (Co-PI) with Aleksan Shanoyan.  Funded.  

2021 

 

 

 

 

PAPERS UNDER REVIEW / FORTHCOMING           

• Peterson-Wilhelm, B., M. E. Day, P. Sharma, J. Kim, L. Hobbs, Jr., and L. L. Britton. "Teaching 

Approaches to Ethical Artificial Intelligence Use in Agricultural Economics Classrooms", 

Applied Economics Teaching Resources Journal (AETR), Revise and Resubmit 

• Hobbs, L., Jr. and Z. Z. Wiley. "Navigating Differences: An Intercultural and Interpersonal 

Communication Training for Extension Agents". Journal of Extension (JOE), Revise and 

Resubmit 

• Hobbs, L., Jr., Z. Z. Wiley, and M. Neal. "The College Choice Journey: Understanding College 

Decision Drivers Among High School Students", Professional Agricultural Workers Journal 

(PAWJ), Under Review 

• Binmonte, A. L. Hobbs, Jr., and A. Shanoyan. "Sustainable Innovation in Pet Food Supply 

Chain: Pet Owners Preference and Purchase Likelihood of Insect Protein Based Pet Food", 

International Food and Agribusiness Management Review (IFAMR), Submitted 

• Alexander, K., L. Hobbs, Jr., and B. Fischer. “Using Sustainability as a Strategic Signal in Pet 

Food Markets: Managerial Guidance for Prioritizing and Integrating Animal Welfare and 

Environmental Claims”, International Food and Agribusiness Management Review (IFAMR), 

Submitted 
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WORK IN PROGRESS                 

• Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and V. Hovhannisyan. An assessment of pet food demand structure 

and the existence of pre-committed demand. 

• Hobbs, L., Jr., and J. Teamer. Assessing customer perceptions, acceptance, and willingness to 

pay for insect protein-related attributes in pet food. 

• Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and J. Teamer. Assessing customer willingness to pay for protein 

ingredients in pet food. 

• Hobbs, L., Jr., G. M. Villa, and J. Sorrells. Assessing multichannel marketing strategies in pet 

food. 

• Hobbs, L., Jr., K. Alexander, and B. Fischer. Assessing customer willingness to pay for animal 

welfare and environmental sustainability related claims in pet food. 

 

REFEREED JOURNAL ARTICLES             

1. Sempa, J., P. Brenes, K. Whitehair, L. Hobbs, and T. Kidd. (2025). Decoding health 

professionals’ attitudes and perceptions towards plant-based nutrition: A narrative review. 

Nutrients, 17(13), 2095. [JIF: 5.0] 

2. Hobbs, L., and A. Anderson. (2025). Assessing the implicit prices of health and wellness product 

attributes in pet food: A hedonic analysis approach. Journal of Agricultural and Applied 

Economics (JAAE), 57(2), 321–339. [JIF: 1.6] 

3. Thomas, R., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Santillana. (2025). Increasing the awareness of 

land-grant extension service to ethnic minority students: Collaborative programming of Kansas 

State University College of Agriculture and K-State Research and Extension Service. Journal of 

Extension (JOE), 63(1), Article 14. 

4. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and J. Bergtold. (2024). Pet obesity causes and product 

differentiation opportunities in the pet food industry. International Food and Agribusiness 

Management Review (IFAMR), published online ahead of print. [JIF: 1.5] 

5. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and G. Aldrich. (2024). Assessing research needs for informing pet 

food industry decisions. International Food and Agribusiness Management Review (IFAMR), 

27(5), 903–936. [JIF: 1.5] 

6. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, Z. Z. Wiley, and G. Aldrich. (2023). Analysis of pet food customer 

post-purchase experience using online customer reviews: Implications for product and marketing 

strategies. Agribusiness: An International Journal (AIJ), 1–23. [JIF: 2.1] 

7. Hobbs, L., R. Thomas, and Z. Z. Wiley. (2023). The impact of multicultural student 

belongingness at 1862 institutions. NACTA Journal, 67(1). 

8. Hobbs, L., Jr., Z. Z. Wiley, R. Thomas, S. Santillana, and A. Barkley. (2023). An evaluation of 

undergraduate student diversity experience in the College of Agriculture at Kansas State 

University. Applied Economics Teaching Resources (AETR), 5(1). 
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9. Barkley, A., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Smades. (2022). Openness to diversity and 

challenge: Assessment of undergraduate attitudes and experiences in the College of Agriculture at 

Kansas State University. Midwest Quarterly: A Journal of Contemporary Thought, 64(1), 25–46. 

10. Hobbs, L., Jr., Z. Z. Wiley, and R. Thomas. (2021). Assessing the success of the 2020 Kansas 

State Research and Extension Summer Research Program: A virtual research experience. 

Professional Agricultural Workers Journal (PAWJ), 8(1), 5. 

11. Barkley, A., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Smades. (2021). Openness to diversity and 

challenge: Assessment of undergraduate attitudes and experiences in the College of Agriculture at 

Kansas State University. Professional Agricultural Workers Journal (PAWJ), 8(1), 20–34. 

12. Wiley, Z. Z., and L. Hobbs, Jr. (2021). An evaluation of the effectiveness of Project IMPACT: 

Multicultural Academic Program Success at Kansas State University. Professional Agricultural 

Workers Journal (PAWJ), 7(2), 1–10. 

13. Carter, T. L., L. Hobbs, Jr., and Z. Z. Wiley. (2019). Growing our mindset: A diversity summit 

assessment. Natural Sciences Education (NSE), 48(1), 1–5. [JIF: 2.06] 

VIDEOS, WEBINARS, AND MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS 

1.  “What value do pet owners place on sustainable pet  food” Petfood Industry 

News.  September 17,  2025. (view art icle)  

2.  “When pet food purchases don’t  match what owners say they want” Petfood 

Industry News. September 12, 2025. ( view art icle) 

3.  “Cracking the code for  insect  protein to take off in pet  food.” Petfood Industry 

News.  July 24, 2025. ( view art icle) 

4.  “Study: Dog owners will ing to pay more for food labeled with health claims.” 

Petfood Industry News. May 27,  2025. ( view art icle) 

5.  “Dog owners will ing to pay more for food labeled for certain health attr ibutes.” 

Arkansas Agricultural  Experiment Station, University of Arkansas.  May 26, 

2025. (view art icle) 

6.  “U.S.  pet  owners open to insect  protein, but knowledge lags.” Petfood Industry 

News.  May 5,  2025. (view art icle) 

7.  “Exploring consumer perceptions of insect  protein in pet  food.” Petfood 

Industry News. March 26, 2025. ( view art icle) 

8.  “What consumers think about novel pet  food proteins.” Petfood Industry News. 

March 11, 2025. (view art icle) 

9.  “The future of plant -based foods for pets  and people.” Petfood Industry News. 

February 27,  2025. (view art icle) 

10.  “Weight-management pet  food lessons from human food diversification.” 

Petfood Industry News. December 10, 2024.  (view art icle) 

11.  Research Weekly. November 20, 2024  (view art icle) 

https://www.petfoodindustry.com/blogs-columns/adventures-in-pet-food/blog/15755716/what-value-do-pet-owners-place-on-sustainable-pet-food
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/blogs-columns/adventures-in-pet-food/blog/15755350/when-pet-food-purchases-dont-match-what-owners-say-they-want
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/blogs-columns/adventures-in-pet-food/blog/15751444/cracking-the-code-for-insect-protein-to-take-off-in-pet-food
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/pet-food-market/market-trends-and-reports/news/15746954/study-dog-owners-willing-to-pay-more-for-food-labeled-with-health-claims
https://aaes.uada.edu/news/dog-food-marketing-assesment/
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/insect-based-cat-and-dog-food/article/15744909/us-pet-owners-open-to-insect-rotein-in-pet-food-but-education-gaps-remain?utm_source=li&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=info&utm_content=post_ksuinsect
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/news-newsletters/petfood-forum-news/article/15741349/exploring-consumer-perceptions-of-insect-protein-in-pet-food
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/blogs-columns/something-to-chew-on/article/15737074/what-consumers-think-about-novel-pet-food-proteins
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/blogs-columns/adventures-in-pet-food/blog/15738561/the-future-of-plantbased-foods-for-pets-and-people
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/nutrition/research-notes/article/15710042/weightmanagement-pet-food-lessons-from-human-food-diversification
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Research-Weekly--November-20--2024.html?soid=1128260340769&aid=VoSXZtSloms
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12.  “US consumers’ pet  food ingredients wants vary by income |  PetfoodIndustry” 

Zhoukou Food Ingredients Co.,  Ltd Blog. November 1, 2024. ( view blog) 

13.  “US consumers’ pet  food ingredients wants vary by income.” Petfood Industry 

News.  October 28, 2024. (view art icle)  

14.  “KibbleCon 2024 announces i t inerary, speaker l ineup .” Petfood Industry News. 

August 12, 2024. (view art icle) 

15.  “3 higher priced dog food health claims, 3 lower .” Petfood Industry News. July 

10, 2024.  (view art icle) 

16.  “Dr. Lonnie Hobbs: Marketing & Pet Food.” The Pet Food Science Podcast .  

July 4, 2024. (view podcast )  

17.  “What Matters to Me and Why: Lonnie Hobbs, Jr .” Staley School of Leadership. 

Kansas State University. March 13,  2024  (view video)  

18.  “Online pet  food reviews suggest  influential  at tr ibutes .” Petfood Industry 

News.  January 19, 2024.  (view art icle)  

19.  “Pet food processing, ingredient,  claims research gaps seen .” Petfood Industry 

News.  May 22, 2022 . (view art icle) 

20.  “Have your say: What are your top pet  food research needs? ” .  Petfood Industry 

News.  September 10,  2021. (view art icle)  

21.  “3 circles’ scientific analysis of pet  food brand strategy .”  XIMGroup. 

September 15, 2020. (view art icle) 

22.  “Purina, Blue Buffalo marketing analyzed via reviews.” Petfood Industry News. 

September 9, 2020. (view art icle) 

23.  “3  circles’ scientific analysis of pet  food brand strategy .” Petfood Industry 

News.  September 9,  2020. (view art icle) 

 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS & WORKSHOPS 

1. Hobbs, L., Jr. Pet food perspectives: Exploring customer perceptions and value of sustainability 

and other product attributes. Oral presentation at the Pet Food Collab, September 8–9, 2025. 

2. Hobbs, L., Jr. Pet food and environmental sustainability. Oral presentation at the IGP–KSU Pet 

Food Workshop, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, August 18, 2025. 

3. Hobbs, L., Jr. Consumer demand and market signals: Socioeconomic drivers of insect protein 

adoption in food and feed. Oral presentation at the Socioeconomic Dynamics of Insect Farming 

Webinar Series, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, July 25, 2025. 

4. Hobbs, L., Jr. The business of insects: Exploring the economic opportunities and barriers for 

insects in the food and feed supply chain. Oral presentation at the Future of Insect Farming in 

Kansas Agriculture Conference, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, April 22, 2025. 

https://www.kingsvier.com/blog/us-consumers-pet-food-ingredients-wants-vary-by-income-petfoodindustry.htm
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/nutrition/pet-food-ingredients/article/15706960/us-consumers-pet-food-ingredients-wants-vary-by-income
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/news-newsletters/pet-food-news/news/15681510/kibblecon-2024-announces-itinerary-speaker-lineup
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/pet-food-marketing-and-branding/article/15679272/3-health-claims-on-higher-priced-dog-food-3-on-lower
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3PS7awtvu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4CqYlk_3mM
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/pet-food-marketing-and-branding/article/15662334/online-pet-food-reviews-suggest-influential-attributes
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/pet-food-market/article/15468862/pet-food-processing-ingredient-claims-research-gaps-seen
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/nutrition/dog-and-cat-food-nutrition/blog/15468190/have-your-say-what-are-your-top-pet-food-research-needs
https://ximgroup.com/2020/09/15/3-circles-scientific-analysis-of-pet-food-brand-strategy/
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/pet-food-market/article/15467136/purina-blue-buffalo-marketing-analyzed-via-reviews
https://www.petfoodindustry.com/pet-food-market/article/15467135/3-circles-scientific-analysis-of-pet-food-brand-strategy
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5. Hobbs, L., Jr. Graduate school and pet food research. Guest lecture in GENAG 210: Human 

Dynamics: The Food and Agricultural Sciences, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, 

February 18, 2025. 

6. Hobbs, L., Jr. Pet obesity causes and product differentiation opportunities in the pet food 

industry. Invited research seminar at the University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, November 1, 

2024. 

7. Hobbs, L., Jr., and A. Shanoyan. Management insights from research on pet food demand and 

consumer preference. Oral presentation at KibbleCon, October 23–24, 2024. 

8. Hobbs, L., Jr. Creating classroom community. Oral workshop presentation at the College of 

Agriculture Teaching Workshop, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, October 16, 2023. 

9. Hobbs, L., Jr. Pet obesity and its causes: Implications for product and marketing strategies in pet 

food. Invited research seminar at Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, March 23–24, 

2023. 

10. Hobbs, L., Jr. Customer perceptions of pet food brands. Invited research seminar for the Master 

of Agribusiness Program, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, May 25, 2021. 

SELECTED CONFERENCE, WORKSHOP, & SYMPOSIUM PROCEEDINGS          

1. Neal, M., L. Hobbs, Jr., and Z. Z. Wiley. The college choice journey: Understanding college 

decision drivers among high school students. Oral presentation at the McNair Scholars Program 

Research Symposium, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, July 30, 2025. 

2. Clayton, A., N. Okotcha, Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and C. Carpenter III. Bridge to success: 

How program length affects student learning. Poster presentation at the Professional Agricultural 

Workers Conference (PAWC), Montgomery, AL, November 16–18, 2025. 

3. Earles, D., A. Hawkins, Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and C. Carpenter III. Educating the future: 

Assessing how teaching methods influence youth understanding of agricultural sustainability. 

Poster presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), Montgomery, 

AL, November 16–18, 2025. 

4. Wiley, Z. Z., L. Hobbs, Jr., C. Carpenter III, and S. Gilyot. Partnerships for student success: A 

comparative analysis of MANRRS impact across 1862 and 1890 land-grant institutions. Poster 

presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), Montgomery, AL, 

November 16–18, 2025. 

5. New, D., L. Hobbs, Jr., G. M. Villa, and J. Sorrells. Exploring pet food purchasing behaviors: 

Opportunities for multilevel marketing. Poster presentation at the Pet Food Collab Conference, 

Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, September 28–29, 2025. 

6. Alexander, K., L. Hobbs, Jr., and A. Shanoyan. Pet owners’ willingness to pay for insect-based 

proteins in pet food. Poster presentation at the Pet Food Collab Conference, Kansas State 

University, Manhattan, KS, September 28–29, 2025. 

7. Shanoyan, A., L. Britton, J. Bergtold, L. Hobbs, Jr., and P. Sharma. Exploring the relationship 

between instructors’ perception of AI impact on teaching and their personal AI use. Oral 

presentation at the AAEA & WAEA Joint Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, July 27–29, 2025. 

8. Alexander, K., L. Hobbs, Jr., and B. Fischer. Assessing customers’ perception and willingness to 

pay for sustainability attributes in pet food. Oral presentation at the KSRE Summer Research 

Fellows Symposium, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, July 25, 2025. 
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9. Sorrells, J., and L. Hobbs, Jr. Demographic segmentation of pet owners: Insights on purchase 

channels and information sources for strategic marketing in the pet food industry. Oral 

presentation at the KSRE Summer Research Fellows Symposium, Kansas State University, 

Manhattan, KS, July 25, 2025. 

10. Aguilar, M., L. Hobbs, Jr., and Z. Z. Wiley. A comparative analysis of learning outcomes and 

sense of belonging in agriculture summer programs. Oral presentation at the KSRE Summer 

Research Fellows Symposium, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, July 25, 2025. 

11. Hawkins, A., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and C. Carpenter III. A comparative analysis of 

minority youth perspectives on agricultural conservation through summer camp experiences. Oral 

presentation at the KSRE Summer Research Fellows Symposium, Kansas State University, 

Manhattan, KS, July 25, 2025. 

12. Okotcha, N., Z. Z. Wiley, and L. Hobbs, Jr. Does time matter? Evaluating knowledge gains 

based on summer bridge program participation length. Oral presentation at the KSRE Summer 

Research Fellows Symposium, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, July 25, 2025. 

13. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Bimnonte, and A. Shanoyan. Sustainable innovation in the pet food supply 

chain: Pet owners’ preference and purchase likelihood of insect protein-based pet food. Oral 

presentation at the International Food and Agribusiness Management Association (IFAMA) 

Conference, Ribeirão Preto, Brazil, June 23–26, 2025. 

14. Hobbs, L., Jr., and A. Shanoyan. Insect protein in pet food: Assessing consumer perceptions, 

knowledge, and willingness to pay. Oral presentation at Petfood Forum, Kansas City, MO, April 

28–30, 2025. 

15. Villa, G. M., and L. Hobbs, Jr. Assessing primary purchasing channels and the potential for 

omnichannel marketing in pet food. Poster presentation at the Developing Scholars Program 

(DSP) Symposium, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, April 15, 2025. 

16. Lopez, S., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and A. Mason-Taylor. Fostering agricultural leadership for 

Kansas JR MANRRS students. Oral presentation at the MANRRS 39th Annual Career Fair and 

Training Conference, Memphis, TN, April 2–5, 2025. 

17. Lee, J., L. Hobbs, Jr., and G. M. Villa. Omnichannel marketing: Assessing primary purchasing 

channels and knowledge sources in pet food. Poster presentation at the MANRRS 39th Annual 

Career Fair and Training Conference, Memphis, TN, April 2–5, 2025. 

18. Contreras, M., L. Hobbs, Jr., and J. Teamer. Assessing pet owners’ willingness to pay for insect 

proteins in pet food. Poster presentation at the MANRRS 39th Annual Career Fair and Training 

Conference, Memphis, TN, April 2–5, 2025. 

19. Lee, J., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and A. Mason-Taylor. K-State College for a Day: Recruiting 

K-12 age students for agricultural success. Poster presentation at the MANRRS 39th Annual 

Career Fair and Training Conference, Memphis, TN, April 2–5, 2025. 

20. Ofori-Bah, C. O., Z. Z. Wiley, and L. Hobbs, Jr. Building a sustainable future for minority 

farmers: The Kansas Black Farmers Association (KBFA) partnership initiative. Poster 

presentation at the MANRRS 39th Annual Career Fair and Training Conference, Memphis, TN, 

April 2–5, 2025. 

21. Reyes, D., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and A. Mason-Taylor. Successful retention rates of 

College of Agriculture multicultural students. Poster presentation at the MANRRS 39th Annual 

Career Fair and Training Conference, Memphis, TN, April 2–5, 2025. 

22. Bias, L., Z. Z. Wiley, and L. Hobbs, Jr. Navigating difference for a successful workforce. Poster 

presentation at the MANRRS 39th Annual Career Fair and Training Conference, Memphis, TN, 

April 2–5, 2025. 
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23. Carpenter, C., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and J. Cowan. Perspectives of minority youth in 

agricultural conservation practices through experiential learning. Selected oral presentation at the 

Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), Montgomery, AL, November 17–19, 

2024. 

24. Wiley, Z. Z., L. Hobbs, Jr., and A. Mason-Taylor. Fostering the harmony of uniqueness through 

a biannual diversity forum at a predominantly white institution. Oral presentation at the Michael 

Tilford Conference on Diversity and Multiculturalism, Wichita State University, Wichita, KS, 

October 3–4, 2024. 

25. Hobbs, L., Jr., and A. Anderson. Assessing price premiums of health and wellness product 

attributes in pet food: Implications for product positioning and marketing strategies. Oral 

presentation at the AAEA Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, July 28–30, 2024. 

26. Rabiee, E., A. Shanoyan, L. Hobbs, Jr., and G. Aldrich. Examining U.S. pet food buyers’ 

preferences: Implications for product development and marketing strategies. Selected poster 

presentation at the AAEA Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, July 28–30, 2024. 

27. Rabiee, E., A. Shanoyan, L. Hobbs, Jr., G. Aldrich, and K. Bailey. Evaluating sorghum as an 

ingredient in pet food: Insights from U.S. producers. Selected poster presentation at the AAEA 

Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, July 28–30, 2024. 

28. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and J. Bergtold. Pet obesity causes and opportunities for business 

innovation in the pet food industry. Oral presentation at the International Food and Agribusiness 

Management Association (IFAMA) Conference, Almería, Spain, June 17–20, 2024. 

29. Rabiee, E., K. Bailey, A. Shanoyan, L. Hobbs, Jr., and G. Aldrich. Analysis of pet food buyers’ 

perception of plant-based ingredients: Evidence from consumer survey. Oral presentation at 

Petfood Forum, Kansas City, MO, April 29–May 1, 2024. 

30. Rabiee, E., K. Bailey, A. Shanoyan, L. Hobbs, Jr., and G. Aldrich. Survey analysis of pet food 

industry decision makers’ perception of plant-based ingredients. Poster presentation at Petfood 

Forum, Kansas City, MO, April 29–May 1, 2024. 

31. Bailey, K., G. Aldrich, E. Rabiee, A. Shanoyan, and L. Hobbs, Jr. Situational analysis for use of 

sorghum in North American pet food. Poster presentation at Petfood Forum, Kansas City, MO, 

April 29–May 1, 2024. 

32. Green, B., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Santillana. Belongingness in K-State MANRRS. 

Poster presentation at the MANRRS 38th Annual Career Fair and Training Conference, Chicago, 

IL, March 21–23, 2024. 

33. Rabiee, E., A. Shanoyan, G. Aldrich, L. Hobbs, Jr., and K. Bailey. Situational analysis for 

consumer-focused sorghum in North American pet foods. Oral presentation at the American Feed 

Industry Association (AFIA) Pet Food Conference, Atlanta, GA, January 3, 2024. 

34. Bailey, K., G. Aldrich, A. Shanoyan, L. Hobbs, Jr., and E. Rabiee. Pet food producers’ 

perception of sorghum as an ingredient in pet food and treats. Oral presentation at the American 

Feed Industry Association (AFIA) Pet Food Conference, Atlanta, GA, January 3, 2024. 

35. Wiley, Z. Z., S. Santillana, L. Hobbs, Jr., R. Thomas, and M. Enriquez. Reason together for 

success: The importance of diversifying the agricultural workforce through partnerships with 

universities and student organizations. Oral workshop presentation at the Kansas Farmers Union 

Convention, Salina, KS, November 30, 2023. 

36. Wiley, Z. Z., J. Holmes, L. Hobbs, Jr., M. Scott, and S. Santillana. A partnership initiative for 

minority farmer success. Oral workshop presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers 

Conference (PAWC), Tuskegee, AL, October 29–November 2, 2023. 



     

Lonnie Hobbs, Jr. CV 10 

37. Wiley, Z. Z., S. Santillana, R. Thomas, L. Hobbs, Jr., and A. Barkley. An evaluation of student 

perceptions of diversity in the College of Agriculture. Oral workshop presentation at the 

Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), Tuskegee, AL, October 29–November 2, 

2023. 

38. Wiley, Z. Z., L. Hobbs, Jr., S. Santillana, and R. Thomas. Ten years of successful Kansas 

partnership: Switzer/KSU JR MANRRS Nicodemus Ag Youth Camp. Oral workshop 

presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), Tuskegee, AL, 

October 29–November 2, 2023. 

39. Davis, K., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., S. Santillana, and R. Thomas. Looking forward: A decade 

of agricultural programming for urban and minority youth. Poster presentation at the Professional 

Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), Tuskegee, AL, October 29–November 2, 2023. 

40. Barkley, A., Z. Z. Wiley, S. Santillana, R. Thomas, L. Hobbs, Jr., and R. Lewis III. Diversity 

climate at Kansas State University College of Agriculture: Survey results across time. Oral 

presentation at the Michael Tilford Conference on Diversity and Multiculturalism, Washburn 

University, Topeka, KS, October 6, 2023. 

41. Hobbs, L., Jr. Fostering a learning classroom environment. Oral presentation at the AAEA 

Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, July 23–25, 2023. 

42. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, V. Hovhannisyan, and G. Aldrich. An assessment of pet food 

demand structure and the existence of pre-committed demand. Oral presentation at the AAEA 

Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, July 23–25, 2023. 

43. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and G. Aldrich. Assessing research needs for informing pet food 

industry decisions. Oral presentation at the International Food and Agribusiness Management 

Association (IFAMA) Conference, Christchurch, New Zealand, June 19–21, 2023. 

44. Gilyot, S., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Santillana. Project Impact MAPS Scholar Program. 

Poster presentation at the MANRRS 37th Annual Career Fair and Training Conference, Atlanta, 

GA, April 13–16, 2023. 

45. Green, B., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Santillana. Belongingness in K-State MANRRS. 

Poster presentation at the MANRRS 37th Annual Career Fair and Training Conference, Atlanta, 

GA, April 13–16, 2023. 

46. Napier-Johnson, J., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Santillana. What is Junior MANRRS at 

Kansas State University? Poster presentation at the MANRRS 37th Annual Career Fair and 

Training Conference, Atlanta, GA, April 13–16, 2023. 

47. Bruce, S. M., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Santillana. Inclusion and diversity: A K-State 

Research & Extension training assessment. Poster presentation at the MANRRS 37th Annual 

Career Fair and Training Conference, Atlanta, GA, April 13–16, 2023. 

48. Wiley, Z. Z., R. Thomas, S. Santillana, L. Hobbs, Jr., and A. Barkley. Bridging differences 

through understanding in the KSU College of Agriculture. Oral presentation at KSUnite, Kansas 

State University, Manhattan, KS, November 14–16, 2022. 

49. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and G. Aldrich. Assessment of research insight needs of pet food 

decision makers. Oral presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), 

Tuskegee University, November 13–15, 2022. 

50. Wiley, Z. Z., L. Hobbs, Jr., S. Santillana, R. Thomas, and A. Barkley. Assessing campus climate 

for College of Agriculture students at Kansas State University. Poster presentation at the 

Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), Tuskegee University, November 13–15, 

2022. 
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51. Wiley, Z. Z., S. Santillana, R. Thomas, and L. Hobbs, Jr. 1862 and 1890 land-grant university 

partnerships for student success. Oral presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers 

Conference (PAWC), Tuskegee University, November 13–15, 2022. 

52. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and G. Aldrich. Perceived needs for research insights to inform 

decisions in pet food. Poster presentation at KibbleCon, Manhattan, KS, October 19–21, 2022. 

53. Wiley, Z. Z., S. Santillana, R. Thomas, L. Hobbs, Jr., and A. Barkley. Bridging differences 

through understanding in the KSU College of Agriculture. Oral presentation at the Michael 

Tilford Conference, Washburn University, Topeka, KS, October 6–7, 2022. 

54. Santillana, S., Z. Z. Wiley, and L. Hobbs, Jr. Building coalitions for a changing world through 

underrepresented youth education programs. Poster presentation at the Urban Food Systems 

Symposium, Kansas City, MO, September 26–28, 2022. 

55. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and G. Aldrich. Assessing research needs for informing pet food 

industry decisions. Oral presentation at Petfood Forum, Kansas City, MO, May 2–4, 2022. 

56. Hobbs, L., Jr., A. Shanoyan, and G. Aldrich. Defining the need for research insights to inform 

decisions in pet food. Poster presentation at the MANRRS 36th Annual Career Fair and Training 

Conference, Jacksonville, FL, March 23–26, 2022. 

57. Bruce, S. M., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Santillana. Inclusion and diversity: A K-State 

Research & Extension training assessment. Poster presentation at the MANRRS 36th Annual 

Career Fair and Training Conference, Jacksonville, FL, March 23–26, 2022. 

58. Green, B., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Santillana. Growing our mindset: A diversity series 

assessment. Poster presentation at the MANRRS 36th Annual Career Fair and Training 

Conference, Jacksonville, FL, March 23–26, 2022. 

59. Gaona, M., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Hobbs, Jr., and S. Santillana. What is Junior MANRRS at Kansas 

State University? Poster presentation at the MANRRS 36th Annual Career Fair and Training 

Conference, Jacksonville, FL, March 23–26, 2022. 

60. Thomas, R., Z. Z. Wiley, and L. Hobbs, Jr. The effectiveness of virtual vs. hybrid graduate 

recruitment programs at an 1862 institution. Poster presentation at the MANRRS 36th Annual 

Career Fair and Training Conference, Jacksonville, FL, March 23–26, 2022. 

61. Wiley, Z. Z., A. Barkley, L. Hobbs, Jr., R. Thomas, and S. Santillana. Assessment of 

undergraduate diversity attitudes and experiences during COVID-19 in the College of Agriculture 

at Kansas State University. Oral presentation at the Michael Tilford Conference, Lawrence, KS, 

October 17–18, 2021. 

62. Wiley, Z. Z., A. Barkley, L. Hobbs, Jr., R. Thomas, and S. Santillana. Assessment of diversity 

experience of Kansas State University College of Agriculture undergraduates during COVID-19. 

Oral presentation at KSUnite, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, October 12, 2021. 

63. Thomas, R., Z. Z. Wiley, and L. Hobbs, Jr. The impact of virtual vs. non-virtual summer 

research programs. Oral presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference 

(PAWC), Tuskegee University, December 6–8, 2020. 

64. Green, B., Z. Z. Wiley, and L. Hobbs, Jr. An assessment of the success of the MAPS Program: 

College of Agriculture cohorts. Oral presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers 

Conference (PAWC), Tuskegee University, December 6–8, 2020. 

65. Hobbs, L., Jr., and A. Shanoyan. Pet food customer perceptions of product attributes: 

Implications for marketing and product strategy. Oral presentation at Petfood Forum Connect, 

Virtual Conference, September 9–10, 2020. 
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66. Hobbs, L., Jr., and A. Shanoyan. Customer perception and marketing strategies: Analysis of 

online customer review data. Oral presentation at the Western Agricultural Economics 

Association Conference, Virtual Conference, June 29–July 1, 2020. 

67. Hobbs, L., Jr., and Z. Z. Wiley. A diversity summit: Growing our mindset for one world, one 

family. Poster presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), 

Tuskegee University, December 8–10, 2019. 

68. Hobbs, L., Jr., and A. Shanoyan. Implications for marketing product attributes in the pet food 

industry. Oral presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), 

Tuskegee University, December 8–10, 2019. 

69. Wiley, Z. Z., and L. Hobbs, Jr. Essentials for diversity programming and recruitment success. 

Professional workshop session at KSUnite – Moving Forward Together, Kansas State University, 

Manhattan, KS, November 6, 2019. 

70. Wiley, Z. Z., T. Carter, and L. Hobbs, Jr. Changing agricultural demographics in Kansas: 

Innovative diversity programming for student success and recruitment. Oral presentation at the 

Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), Tuskegee University, December 2–4, 

2018. 

71. Hobbs, L., Jr., and Z. Z. Wiley. Inclusion and diversity: A K-State Research & Extension 

training assessment. Poster presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference 

(PAWC), Tuskegee University, December 2–4, 2018. 

72. Hobbs, L., Jr., and A. Shanoyan. Pet food customer perceptions vs. company marketing. Oral 

presentation at the Professional Agricultural Workers Conference (PAWC), Tuskegee University, 

December 2–4, 2018. 

73. Hobbs, L., Jr., Z. Z. Wiley, L. Lamb, C. Olsen, M. Daily, D. Waldren, N. Brown, S. Warner, P. 

Peters, W. Moore, and G. Hadley. Diversity: A key core competency in practice. Poster 

presentation at the KSRE Annual Conference, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, October 

16, 2018. 

74. Hobbs, L., Jr., and A. Shanoyan. Analysis of consumer perception of product attributes in pet 

food: Implications for marketing and brand strategy. Oral presentation at the AAEA Annual 

Meeting, Washington, DC, August 5–7, 2018. 

75. Wiley, Z. Z., and L. Hobbs, Jr. KSRE diversity training initiative for new and seasoned agents. 

Poster presentation at the MANRRS 33rd Annual Career Fair and Training Conference, 

Greensboro, NC, April 4–7, 2018. 

SEARCH COMMITTEE EXPERIENCE              

•  Dean for the College of Agriculture and Director of K -State Research 

and Extension  

2025 

•  Agricultural  Economics ARISE Post -Doc 2024 

•  Agricultural  Economics Tenure -track Assistant or Associate Professor  

•  Director of Diversity Multicultural  Student Life  

•  College of Agriculture Associate Dean for Academic Programs    

2021 

2021 

2019-20 

•  College of Agriculture Coordinator for Recruitment & Retention 

Events  

2018-19 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & MEMBERSHIP        

•  Co-advisor,  KSU National  Agri -Marketing Association 

(NAMA) Chapter  

2024-Present  

•  Pet Food Collab Conference Planning Committee, KSU 2024-Present  

•  Member, International  Food and Agribusiness Management 

Association (IFAMA) 

2023-Present  

•  Member, Faculty Staff  Alliance, KSU 2019-Present  

•  Member, Agricultural  & Applied Economics Association 

(AAEA) 

AAEA Sections Membership:  

o  Agribusiness Economics & Management (AEM)  

o  Committee on the Opportunit ies & Status of Blacks 

in Agricultural  Economics (COSBAE)  

o  Teaching, Learning, & Communications (TLC)  

2018-Present  

•  Co-advisor,  KSU MANRRS Chapter  2017-Present  

•  Member, Agricultural  Economics Case Study Club, KSU  2021-23 

•  Co-Coordinator,  KSRE Summer Research Fellowship Program  2017-23 

•  Member, Clarksvil le Alumni Community Outreach  2018-23 

•  DPO Undergraduate Supervisor  2017-20 

•  Region IV Graduate Vice-President,  Nat.  Society of MANRRS  2018-19 

•  Vice-President,  PVAMU MANRRS Chapter  2016-17 

•  Member, Panther Advisory Leaders (PALS)  2016-17 

•  Telework & Interns, Point  of Contact ,  USDA -ASCR  2016-17 

•  Career Development Event,  FFA 2016-17 

•  Panther Camp, PALS 2016 

•  Volunteer Deputy Registrar,  Waller County  2016 

•  Leadership Development Event,  FFA 2015-16 

 GRADUATE ADVISING        

Student Name Degree  My role 

1.  Kanyon Alexander  MS Graduate Advisor  

2 .  Elaheh  Rabiee  PhD Disser tat ion Commit tee Member  

3 .  Judi th  Sempa  (Food  Nutr i t ion)  PhD Disser tat ion Commit tee Member  

4 .  Amanda Bimonte  (S24)  MAB Thesis Committee Member  

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH ADVISING        

Student Name Program My role 

1.  Madison Neal  (S25-pres .)  McNair  Scholars Program  Faculty  Mentor  

2 .  Delaney New (F24 -pres. )  Undergraduate  Research  Research Mentor  

3 .  Chr is topher  Fu ller  (F24 -Su25)  Undergraduate  Research  Research Mentor  
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4.  Kanyon Alexander  (Su25)  KSRE Summer Research  Fellows 

Program 

Faculty  Mentor  

5 .  Jul ia  Sorre l l s  (Su25)  KSRE Summer Research  Fellows 

Program 

Faculty  Mentor  

6 .  Gil l ian Mae Vi l la  (2024 -25)  Developing Scholars Program 

(DSP)  

Facu lty  Mentor  

7 .  Jaden  Teamer (Su24)  KSRE Summer Research  Fellows 

Program 

Faculty  Mentor  

 


